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H A R V A R D  U N I V E R S I T Y

F o r  H a r v a r d  L i b r a r y  s t a f f

To celebrate the centenary of the
death of British author John
Ruskin, Houghton Library and

R. Dyke Benjamin, Class of 1959,
have collaborated on the exhibition
“Ruskin Remembered,” which
opened February 16 and runs
through April 29, 2000, at the
Grolier Club in New York City.

William P. Stoneman, Librarian of
Houghton Library, says, “I am pleased
that this remarkable collaboration
between such a distinguished private
collector as Dyke Benjamin and the
Houghton Library has resulted in an
exhibition and catalogue that truly
advances our understanding of
Ruskin’s importance in his own time
and in ours.”

“Ruskin Remembered,” curated by
Peter X. Accardo, Cataloger and
Technical Services Coordinator in the
Houghton Library, reprises the exhibi-
tion Houghton Library hosted during
last year’s commencement to honor the
returning class of 1959. The exhibition
features 130 books, manuscripts, corre-
spondence, photographs, and artwork
by John Ruskin. By emphasizing
Ruskin’s American friendships through
original manuscripts and letters, selected
from Mr. Benjamin’s collection and
Houghton Library, the exhibition reveals
the British author’s link to Harvard
through his friend and Harvard
professor, Charles Eliot Norton. Now,
more than a century later, “Ruskin
Remembered” reunites Ruskin and

Harvard once again in this twenty-first
century collaboration between alumnus
and alma mater. 

Mr. Benjamin explains in the 
catalog, Remembering John Ruskin,
“One of the most exciting features of
this joint exhibition is its dynamism
and experimentation: Harvard’s enthu-
siastic partnership with an individual
collector, the Grolier Club’s welcoming
John Ruskin…all provide vitality to the
project.”

“Due to the cooperative nature of
this exhibition,” says Mr. Accardo, 
“we can share with a wide audience R.
Dyke Benjamin’s commitment to
Ruskin’s legacy as well as Harvard’s
extensive Ruskin holdings and fairly
portray Ruskin as a man of scholar-
ship, architecture and art, influence,
and vision.”

Known as the Great Victorian, and
also as the Prophet, John Ruskin was
born in London on February 8, 1819,
and was deeply influenced by his
mother’s evangelical teachings as well
as travels with his parents through
Europe. On his thirteenth birthday,
Ruskin received a copy of Samuel
Rogers’ Italy, which contained engrav-

ings after designs by the artist J.M.W.
Turner. Known for his outstanding
landscapes and his emphasis on light,
atmosphere, and color, Turner has been
considered the father of watercolor
painting and a forerunner of
Impressionism. Ruskin writes of
Turner’s significant influence. “This
book [Italy] was the first means I had
of looking carefully at Turner’s work:
and I might, not without some appear-
ance of reason, attribute to the gift the
entire direction of my life’s energies.”

In 1834, when he was only fifteen,
Ruskin published his first prose, 
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John Ruskin, the Prophet

John Ruskin’s drawing,” Study of an
Archivolt in St. Mark’s,” Venice, ca. 1852

T
he Chemistry and Chemical
Biology Library, under the
direction of Theresa

Kavanaugh, Head Librarian in the
Department of Chemistry, has
been granted $25,000 from the
Dreyfus Foundation through their
Special Grant in the Chemical
Sciences, for the development of
an academic chemical research
database. 

This database, to be called the
Harvard Chemistry Thesis
Database, will be an electronic
repository of dissertation informa-
tion from the Chemistry and
Chemical Biology (CCB)
Department. The database will con-
tain theses abstracts, including

chemical structures, numerical data,
and biological sequences, and will
be searchable by chemical structure
(e.g., a pictorial representation of a
molecule), formula, and function as
well as common bibliographic
pointers such as author, keyword,
thesis advisor, etc. One of the key
features of the database will be its
ability to search for theses based on
a partial or complete structure
drawn by the user. The database will
also feature three-dimensional repre-
sentations of computational and
modeling data. Points of access will
include links to the online catalogs
at Harvard and links to other  
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